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FLQ.QR-. DEBATE

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: S e nator Synowiecki.

SENATOR SYNOWIECKI: Th a n k  you, Mr. Speaker. Members, I spoke a
little b i t  at length this m o r n i n g  w i t h  r e g a r d  to the
r e g r e ssiveness of this t ax t hat S e nator J e n s e n  is proposing.
An d  d u r i n g  m y  l u n c h  hour I d i d  come across some ana l y s i s  from 
the Nat i o n a l  Cen t e r  for Poli c y  Analysis; d o  h i g h e r  cigarette 
taxes m a k e  sense? A n d  one of th e i r  subh e a d i n g s  was, who pays 
tobacco taxes? I'll just quote; P r i m a r i l y  lower income 
families. O t h e r  things equal, th e  lower a p e r s o n ' s  income the 
m ore like l y  t h a t  p e r s o n  is to smoke. F or t h a t  reason, a t ax on 
to bacco is, perhaps, the m ost r e g r essi ve of taxes, even more 
re g r e s s i v e  t h a n  taxes on beer, wine, or gasoline. A  study by 
K P M G  P e a t  M a r w i c k  found t hat f amilies m a k i n g  less t h a n  $30,000 
per year p a y  m o r e  t h a n  half of all t he taxe s p a i d  on cigarettes. 
B y  contrast, f a milies m a k i n g  m o r e  t h a n  $60,000 p e r  y e a r  p ay only 
14 percent. As a p e r c e n t  of income, lower inc o m e  fam i l i e s  bear 
almost f i v e  times the b u r d e n  of h i g h e r  income families. I ran 
across this, and I...and I t h i n k  it tends to s u p port the notion 
that S e nator Je n s e n ' s  idea h e r e  is inde e d  a r e g r e s s i v e  tax. And 
the only fair way, I t e n d  to agree w i t h  S e n a t o r  Chambers, the 
only fair w a y  t hat w e  can d eal w i t h  our c u r r e n t  b u d g e t  crisis is 
some type of an a c r o s s - t h e - b o a r d  income ta x  increase. That 
wo u l d  be a m o r e  f air w a y  to d eal w i t h  t his c r i s i s . A n d  allow 
those w ho are m o s t  a ble to afford to get us out of t his crisis 
t h at  o p p o r t u n i t y  to do so. W i t h  that. I'll y i e l d  b a c k  the 
b a lance of m y  t ime t o  S e nator Chambers, shou l d  he choose to 
u t ilize it. T h a n k  you.

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Senator, yo u  h a v e  th r e e  minutes.

S E N ATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you, S e nator Synowiecki. A n d  thank
you, Mr. Speaker. A n d  this is a subject about w h i c h  I will
accept a ny t ime a n ybody is w i l l i n g  to g ive me. W h a t  Senator
Sy now ie cki  p o i n t e d  out is th e  u n d e r l y i n g  b a s i s  fo r  opposing 
these taxes t hat charge the same rate to everybody. If you were 
in a ty r a n n i c a l  society, y o u  c ouldn't come u p  w i t h  a worse way 
to treat the p e o p l e  wh o  can least aff o r d  to be t r e a t e d  t hat way. 
Those peop l e  who d o n ' t  know w hat it means to go to the store, 
w ith a list of items y ou need, essentials: bread, milk, maybe 
some cereal, m a y b e  some margarine, and get u p  to th e  check stand


